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LAWJ 05175: SURVEY OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 
 
Class:		Tuesday & Thursday, 12:30-1:45pm, Bunce 201
Instructor:	Dr. Kristina Block
			565 Campbell Library
			blockkn@rowan.edu 
Office Hours:	Monday 4:30-6:00pm & Tuesday 9:30-11:00am, or by appointment

Course Description: 
This course will serve as a comprehensive introduction to the criminal justice system in the United States. It is designed to familiarize students with the facets of the criminal justice system, including the processing of individuals through the justice system, punishment and its alternatives, and the future of the criminal justice system. Students will gain an understanding of each of the three major components of the criminal justice system – policing, courts, and corrections. This course will also introduce students to crime data, the scientific process of evaluating criminal justice policies, and juvenile justice. 

Course Objectives and Learning Goals: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Identify the basic purpose and operation of each major element of the criminal justice system.
2. Explain the overlapping themes of the criminal justice system.
3. Describe and assess the scientific methods that have helped shape the criminal justice system.

Required Textbook: 
1. Mallicoat, S. L., & Boots, D. T. (2024). Crime and Criminal Justice: Concepts and Controversies (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. ISBN: 978-1071835012
2. Additional articles/chapters/excerpts will be provided on Canvas throughout the semester.







Summary of Graded Assessments:  
Exams (60% of final grade):
The course will include four in-person, closed note/book exams. The first three exams will not be cumulative and will each be worth 20% of the final grade but the lowest exam score will be dropped. These exams will consist of a series of true/false questions, multiple choice questions, and short answer questions. 

The final exam will be held during finals week and will be cumulative. The final exam will be worth 20% of the final grade and will consist of a series of essay questions. Students will choose to answer three out of six possible questions for this exam. Lined paper will be provided to students for the final exam.
 
Group Project (30% of final grade):  
The criminal justice field is collaborative and involves teamwork and effective communication. This project is designed to mirror the criminal justice field and prepare students for such an environment by having students work together in groups. This project includes three components: a written paper, a presentation, and a peer review. Students will be assigned to groups based on their interest in the following topics: Courts, Corrections, or Policing. Groups will be decided during week six of the course. Groups will decide which specific subtopic they would like to explore with this project. A list of subtopics will be provided to all groups. 
· Paper (60% of the project grade): Each group will write a paper providing an informative overview of the chosen subtopic. The paper should be 4-6 pages in length (excluding title page and references) and include a minimum of 5 scholarly sources. All group members must contribute to the writing process. The group will receive a collective grade for the paper.
· Presentation (30% of the project grade): Groups will prepare an 8-10 minute presentation on their topic. This is a FORMAL PowerPoint presentation in which groups will teach the class about their topic. All group members are expected to present. The group will receive a collective grade for the presentation.
· Peer Review (10% of the project grade): Each group member will evaluate their peers on a 1 to 5 scale based on the quality and quantity of their contribution. The rating scale will be as follows: 5 = 100% grade, 4 = 80%, 3 = 60%, 2 = 40%, and 1= no effort or contribution. Any student who receives a ‘1’ rating will automatically receive a ‘0’ on the entire project. 

Rowan CORE Assessment Quiz & Writing Assignment (10% of final grade):
Since 2018, the Department of Law and Justice Studies has been required to assess all students taking our Survey class. This is because Survey is a course that is part of the Rowan Core (RU's General Education Program) in the Humanistic Category which is one of 6 literacies that students are required to learn. Certain learning goals and outcomes for Rowan Core courses are assessed each semester. Towards the end of the semester (date will be determined later), you will be responsible for a 13 question quiz (5% of total grade) and a short writing assignment (5% of total grade).
Grading Scale: 
	Grade 
	Percentage 

	A 
	94 – 100 

	A- 
	90 – 93 

	B+ 
	87 – 89 

	B 
	84 – 86 

	B- 
	80 – 83  

	C+ 
	77 – 79  

	C 
	74 – 76 

	C- 
	70 – 73 

	D+ 
	67 – 69 

	D 
	64 – 66 

	D- 
	60 – 63 

	F 
	< 60 


 

Classroom Behavior:
The classroom is a space for learning and academic discussion. Participation by students, such as asking and responding to questions, is encouraged but must be delivered in a manner that is professional and respectful to others as well as relevant to the class. Class discussion is meant to allow all students to discuss course material through a variety of viewpoints. This can only happen if students respect each other and any differences in opinion. The professor will address disruptive behavior according to the official university policy: https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Classroom+Behavior  

Attendance: 
Students are expected to attend each class meeting. Attendance will be taken regularly throughout the semester to comply with university guidelines. The official attendance policy can be found at https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Attendance+Policy 
 
Policy on Late or Missed Exams/Assignments: 
Makeup exams or assignments will not be given unless arrangements have been made with the professor beforehand or there is official documentation of extenuating circumstances. Makeup exams must be completed within three (3) school days of the original deadline. Late assignments (i.e., components of the group project) will not be accepted. Students must work with their group members to ensure that their project is submitted on time. 

Canvas:
The course Canvas page contains important documents including the syllabus, all supplemental readings outside the textbook, assignment grades, and other important course information. To encourage attendance and class participation, class PowerPoints will not be posted on Canvas and students will not have access to the PowerPoints unless they have accommodations in place. 
 
Electronic Devices Policy: 
Students are permitted to use electronic devices (e.g., laptops and tablets) in class if the device(s) are being used for class material such as taking notes, looking up a course concept, or engaging in a classroom activity. Use of cell phones is not allowed, and all phones should be turned on silent mode. Headphones are not allowed during class. On exam days, students are required to place their phones and smart watches in their bags. The official university policy on mobile electronic devices can be found at https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Mobile+Electronic+Device+Policy 

Email Policy: 
Students are encouraged to email Dr. Block at their convenience to ask clarifying questions or to address their concerns regarding the course. Students should indicate which course they are enrolled in on the subject line. Students can expect a response within 24 hours of their original email unless they send the email on a weekend or holiday. I only regularly check my email from 8am – 5pm Monday through Friday. I will not answer emails with questions that can be answered by reading the syllabus.  

Grade Disputes and Grade Bumps 
Blanket requests for grade bumps or extra points at the end of the semester will not be granted. Grade disputes will be followed according to official university policy found at https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Grade+Dispute+Policy. 

Rowan Core (General Education): 
The following students must complete the Rowan Core general education requirements: first-year students who entered Rowan Fall 2018 or later, and transfer students who entered Rowan Fall 2021 or later. All other students continue to use the previous general education requirements. Students in Rowan Core must complete course requirements in six literacies: Artistic, Communicative, Global, Humanistic, Quantitative and Scientific. Survey of Criminal Justice is a course that satisfies the Humanistic Literacy. All students in this course will be assessed on the following Rowan Core learning outcomes for this literacy: 
· Students can identify and describe major developments in human history and thought. 
· Students will evaluate claims, assess evidence, and exercise ethical standards to build a coherent argument on an event or topic. 
For details on the new Rowan Core requirements, please consult your advisor or the Undergraduate Catalog (https://sites.rowan.edu/catalogs/). 
 
Academic Integrity Policy: 
All students are expected to perform in a way that is consistent with the university’s academic integrity policy. All exams and assignments are required to be the original work product of the submitting student. Material that violates this requirement in any way, or that constitutes any form of dishonesty, cheating, fabrication, the facilitation of academic dishonesty, and/or plagiarism, may result in the student receiving a failing grade on the assignment or in the course, and/or in appropriate disciplinary action being initiated. The use of generative AI, such as ChatGPT or other unauthorized tools to complete assignments is considered an academic integrity violation. More information regarding this policy can be found in the Rowan University Policy.  It is accessible online at: https://confluence.rowan.edu/display/POLICY/Academic+Integrity+Policy 
 
Turnitin Policy: 
Rowan University has a licensing agreement with Turnitin, an online service to help prevent student plagiarism. As part of this course, I will be using Turnitin at my discretion to determine the originality of your work. If your work is submitted to Turnitin, it will be stored in the Turnitin database. You have the right to refuse either to submit your work to Turnitin or have the university do so; availing yourself of this right will not negatively impact your success in the course. If you do not wish to use Turnitin you must notify me by email within two weeks of the start of the course. If you object to the use of Turnitin, I will use other procedures to assess originality.

Student Accommodations: 
Your academic success is important. If you have a documented disability that may have an impact upon your work in this class, please contact me. Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations. The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234. The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall. The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations. We look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals. 
 
Center for Professional Success 
The Center for Professional Success is available to assist all College of Humanities & Social Sciences (CHSS) majors in pursuing their career and academic goals. Services include conducting reviews of resumes, conducting mock interviews, helping students understand what careers they can pursue with their major, and securing internship and full-time opportunities. A full list of services can be found on the Center for Professional Success website, and appointments can be made through the Rowan Success Network.  
 












Course Schedule:  

	Week 1: Tuesday 9/3 & Thursday 9/5

	· Topics: Introduction to the Course (9/3), Crime and Criminal Justice (9/5)
· Readings: Chapter 1 (for 9/5)

	Week 2: Tuesday 9/10 & Thursday 9/12

	· Topics: Concepts of Law and Justice (9/10), Defining and Measuring Crime (9/12)
· Readings: Chapters 2 & 3
· Due: Group Project Topic Selections  
· Students Complete Topic Selection Form on 9/10
· Students Assigned to Groups on 9/12

	Week 3: Tuesday 9/17 & Thursday 9/19

	· Topics: Explanations (Theories) of Criminal Behavior (9/17), Exam 1 Review Day (9/19)
· Readings: Chapter 4

	Week 4: Tuesday 9/24 & Thursday 9/26

	· Topics: Exam 1 (9/24), Victims and the CJ System (9/26)
· Readings: Chapter 5 (for 9/26)

	Week 5: Tuesday 10/1 & Thursday 10/3

	· Topics: Criminal Justice Policy
· Readings: Chapter 6

	Week 6: Tuesday 10/8 & Thursday 10/10

	· Topics: Policing Organizations and Practices
· Readings: Chapter 7

	Week 7: Tuesday 10/15 & Thursday 10/17

	· No Class Meetings: Work on Group Projects and/or CORE Writing Assignment!

	Week 8: Tuesday 10/22 & Thursday 10/24

	· Topics: Issues in Policing
· Readings: Chapter 8

	Week 9: Tuesday 10/29 & Thursday 10/31

	· Topics: Exam 2 Review Day (10/29), Exam 2 (10/31)

	Week 10: Tuesday 11/5 & Thursday 11/7

	· Topics: Courts and Crime
· Readings: Chapter 9

	Week 11: Tuesday 11/12

	· Topics: Punishment and Sentencing
· Readings: Chapter 10
· Thursday 11/14 - Dr. Block at a Conference - No Class

	Week 12: Tuesday 11/19 & Thursday 11/21

	· Topics: Punishment and Sentencing (if necessary), Prisons and Jails
· Readings: Chapter 11
· Rowan CORE Quiz this week (11/21)!
· Due: Rowan CORE Writing Assignment (Submit by 11:59pm on 11/21)

	Week 13: Tuesday 11/26

	· Topics: Community Corrections
· Readings: Chapter 12
· Thursday 11/28 is Thanksgiving - No Class!

	Week 14: Tuesday 12/3 & Thursday 12/5

	· Topics: Exam 3 Review Day (12/3), Exam 3 (12/5)

	Week 15: Tuesday 12/10 

	· Topic: Group Presentations (12/10)
· Thursday 12/12 is a University-Wide Reading/Study Day - No Class
· Due: Group Papers and Group Presentations - BEFORE CLASS on 12/10, Peer Evaluation Sheet (In-Class on 12/10)

	Week 16: Thursday 12/19

	· Final Exam (12:30-2:30)
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